Checkendon Parish Council

AGM

                    The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 18th May 2026.

                    (Please note these are draft minutes, not yet agreed by PC.)
1. Present

 Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. D. Brown. Mr. T. Corbishley, Mr. P. Merson, Mr. D. Petherick.  Cllr. J Norman and 
Cllr B. Higgins. Also 5 parishioners.
Initial Discussions

Report from Cllr Norman SODC (see item 5)
Regarding the new planning portal Cllr Norman asked if PC members had accessed it, and it was agreed that it was initially more difficult, sometimes website down, links were less effective but using the reference numbers perhaps better. Cllr Norman explained that there is a briefing link available to help with access.
Cllr Norman reported on the meeting with planning which he had attended before coming to Checkendon. The planning system has been adapted to make refusal more difficult.

There was a request for more information from parishioners attending the meeting.

Cllr Norman explained that the government has set a target of 1.5 million new homes and to prevent local rejection of applications there must be clear material reasons. Currently no completed tests in the National Landscape (AONB as was) but  5 houses near Wyfold have been refused, as it is against the local and neighbourhood plan and there is an appeal in place. SODC planning are wary of costs being awarded against them, and this may explain their position.  (The South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035). The local housing plan supply for South Oxfordshire is 1,235 homes a year. Measurement against this target is regardless of permission granted; the new homes only ‘count’ when built, and some developers are delaying the start of construction. There is no longer requirement for low-cost housing. Cllr Norman expressed his frustration over the planning process but assured everyone present that he would continue to support/ fight for local fairness.
Report from Cllr Higgins OCC (see item 6)
Cllr Higgins supported the request for extending the 20mph speed limit on the south side of Checkendon, and Exlade Street, to Highways, and decisions should be completed by the end of June regarding potential revisions.
There was great interest in potholes and discussion with parishioners attending the meeting.
Cllr Higgins reported that Highway repairs have now “turned the corner”, with 4 consecutive weeks where the overall number of outstanding defects has reduced, with more being completed than reported. Whilst there is still a significant backlog to be tackled to return to the normal planned response times, considerable resource continues to be deployed. The 2026 surface dressing programme started on 7 April and will run until 20 June. Currently the A4130 Henley to Crowmarsh has surface dressing work in progress. There has been some success in Lovegrove Lane, and this reflects central government funding which has risen from £22 million a year to £33 million. OCC are currently spending £49 million a year and have had to take out loans to fund this.
Parishioners flagged up potholes along the A4079 and some ‘shoddy’ repairs which are proving only temporary. 

Cllr Higgins is now trained as a “super user” which allows him to escalate FixMyStreet reports for repair where they are in 20mph or 30mph areas, rather than having to wait for them to be centrally reviewed, so if there are any reports that need progressing, please contact ben.higgins@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Parishioners also asked about flooding along the A4074, also opposite the old Four Horseshoes, by the Nuba Survival statue, in Bottom Lane and in Whitehall Lanes. 
Cllr Higgins reported that regular gully emptying has been increased from 4 yearly to annually, and that in March this was completed in our area. Please report any issues on FixMyStreet and then contact him with any requests to escalate actions.
Cllr Higgins also reported that the government has lifted the SEND improvement notice for Oxfordshire; 1500 new public EV charge points are to be installed across Oxfordshire; OCCs work with trade unions has been recognised nationally with PPMA Excellence in People Management Awards 2026; following a public consultation. Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service station closures are no longer recommended.

Playing field fence (item 9)
Parishioners asked for more information on the process and decisions made regarding the fence alongside the playing field.
Mr Wickens explained that it was initially requested to prevent cricket balls going into the road, but there were additionally serious concerns regarding children running out onto the road. There have also been recent incursions (such as Goring playing field) and that was another security consideration. The decision to complete a chain link fence was agreed at a previous meeting, with the suggestion that a low beech hedge would later be planted to reinstate the former field hedgerow. There were also considerations of insurance. 
It was requested that more information be published on the website and in the Newsletter, including agenda, draft minutes and reports from SODC and OCC.
 A flexible height restriction barrier to the car park (allowing for the Post Office van), would be investigated. 
There was an offer of support regarding work to the pavilion.  Latest plans for the Adventure Playground will be outlined in the newsletter. 
There was confirmation from Mr Steve Lisansky that the Newsletter could be published on the village website. 
It was agreed by PC that a short section of post and rail fence with chain link attached would be trialled (opposite VH car park) as an alternative design.
Discussion about the planned power outages were beyond the remit of CPC.

1. a. Election of Chairman 

Matthew Wickens was elected

Nominated: P Merson
Seconded: D Brown
      b. Election of Vice-Chairman

Tim Corbishley was elected

Nominated: M Wickens
Seconded: D Petherick
      c. Responsibilities of Parish Councillors
Planning – Mr Wickens, Mr Corbishley, and Mr Brown
Playground – Mr Corbishley and Mr Merson
Responsible Financial Officer – Mr Corbishley
Highways & Footpaths – Mr Petherick
Checkendon School – Mr Wickens
Village Hall – Mr Corbishley and Mr Brown
Playing fields - Mr Wickens and Mr Merson
Website- Mr Brown
2. Apologies.
Mrs. H. Waggett.
3. Minutes of 23rd March 2026.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising from minutes 

None
5. Report from SODC 

An email report for May had been received. (see above discussion with Cllr Norman)
6. Report from OCC

An email report for May had been received. (see above discussion with Cllr Higgins)
7. Highways and Footpaths.
20 mph extension – see above discussion with Cllr Higgins
8. School Report 

An email report for May had been received. 

School query regarding repair of potholes in car park – planned to be done in half term.

Checkfest: Saturday 13th June, from 5pm to late.
9.  Playing Field Report
See above discussion.
10. Playground Report

Notification of play area inspection in July received from ROSPA. 
Mr Corbishley to report to Checkendon Newsletter about the planned upgrade of playground equipment.
11. Village Hall Report 

Successful bluebell walk approx. £500 raised (more than 2025). 

Car Boot 28th June – buyers car park on football pitch, car boots (30 signed up currently) around the cricket outfield. Entrance / exit by the swings will require careful marshalling– discussion of using exit to Whitehall Lane but considered too uneven. Avoiding cars on road and by church. 
12. Correspondence.
The playing field fencing and 20mph speed limit extension covered in discussions above.
13. Finance

a. Payments made. 
24.03.26.   CFO.                 Subscription.        £55.00.

29.03.26.   RW Butler.       WAV/AP.         £1152.00.

31.03.26.  Mongewell.       Hedgecutting.      £132.00.

09.04.26.  Zurich.               Insurance.         £1085.09.

07.05.26.  C&M.               Accounts.             £119.99.

14.05.26.  Village Fund.   Polish Camp.        £250.00.
b. Payments received.
03.04.26.   SODC.            Precept.            £12,875.00.

30.04.26.   HMRC.           VAT refund.       £1799.48.
c. Accounts 2025-6. These were considered and approved.
d. Annual Governance Statement 2025-6. This was considered and approved.

e. Annual Accounting Statement 2025-6.  This was considered and approved.

f. Bank reconciliation had been completed.
14. Planning.
a. Applications received.
P26/S0792/S.73.    Hook End Farm.  Variation of Conditions.   PC no comment.

P26/S0959/HH.     Hook End Farm.   Cart Shed.                         PC no objection.
P26/S1098/HH.     Hazel Shaw.          Garage, etc.                      PC no objection.

P26/S1194/HH.    Cecadene House.   Outhouse.                         PC no objection.

P26/S1067/OH.    The Yard.              Overhead Lines.               PC no comment.

b. Decisions received.
P26/S0519/HH.   Brackenwood.    Extension.     Granted.
15. Further Matters for Discussion
Land Registry form for Little Bec signed and returned.
16.  Next Meeting
Monday 27th July 2026 in Checkendon Village Hall 8 pm.
