Checkendon Parish Council

The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 21st March 2022.

1. Present

Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. D. Petherick, Mrs H. Waggett and Mr. T. Corbishley 

2. Apologies

Received from Duncan Brown, Doug Griggs and Councillor Kevin Bulmer.

3. Minutes of 10th January 2022.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising from minutes 

a. 20 MPH Speed Limit Main Street in vicinity of Checkendon School

OCC have agreed to help communities with installing 20 mph zones and voted a budget to assist with this. However, Checkendon PC are still awaiting an update from the Highways Dept. in respect of the work required in Checkendon.

b. Planning Enforcement matters

The matter of the enforcement action being taken against parishioner Mr Barry continues. The PC are seeking to meet with the Enforcement Department to resolve the issue.

c. Roadside Hedge at Belmans

The PC passed on their thanks to Tim Griggs for his work to trim back the hedge.

5. Report from SODC 

A report was received by email in advance of the meeting.

6. Report from OCC

A report was received by email in advance of the meeting

7. Footpath Report

Mr Petherick had been notified of a possible access problem at the entrance/exit to the footpath opposite Bassett Manor. Investigation shows the footpath is within the Stoke Row Parish boundary. The matter will be forwarded to Stoke Row PC.  The Checkendon parishioner has been informed,.

Comment was made that the Checkendon Court path/s previously mentioned still remain overgrown. More severe work than that carried out to date to cut back the hedges, is still required. 

8. School Report 

No official report had been received. 

However, Mrs Waggett reported the school had lost a teacher. 

Classes had been re-jigged and with the Head assuming a teaching role, for the moment there were no plans to seek a replacement. This would be to the benefit of school finances. 

The headteacher, Mrs. Sarah Hillier, continues to work hard to increase the school role and pursue the means to raise funds.

9.  Sports Club Report

a. Proposed new sports pavilion.

No significant matters to report. The plan having been accepted a more detailed price is awaited.

b. Football Pitch

The condition of the pitch had given a little cause for concern, but following recent attention was now in a better state.

10. Playground Report

Nothing serious to report.

There are a few jobs to be done but these would need to put on hold until such time as there was a period of better and drier weather.

The funds for trampolines had yet to be received. Mr Corbishley would check on whether any special surround was required.

Report book signed. 

11. Village Hall Report 

Resumption of the Bluebell Walks this year - Sunday afternoon 1st May. 

Car Boot Sale - Sunday morning 26th June.

Still no activity in respect to bookings for the hall.

There is also the possibility that the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz League may resume this Autumn.

12. Correspondence

Nothing of note.

13. Finance

a. Cheques paid
101372.  Community First Oxfordshire. Membership.     £55.
101373.  Checkendon Village Hall.    Hire/toilet.           £165.
101374.  Malcolm Russ.                WAV/playground.  £1615.

101375.  C&M AP&SS Ltd.  Book-keeping support.       £81.

b. Payments received.
Bank interest. £0.09.

c. Requests for donations.
These had been received from the PCC and others, to be decided at the May meeting.
14. Planning.

Applications received.

P21/S4368/FUL. Heath End Studio. Storage Building.  PC no objection but ask the proposed building is sited near to wood and, to maintain rural appearance and character of village and AONB, that suitable trees are planted around three sides. Species to be decided by SODC and should obscure unsightly building in open field.
P21/S0303/FUL. Four Horseshoes site. Two Dwellings; alterations to layout.  No comment.
P22/S0554/HH.  Druids End.  Extensions etc.  No objection.
P21/S5194/HH.  Reeds, Exlade Street. Change of use from garage to carer’s accommodation. No objection.
Decisions received.
 P21/S4759/FUL. Gilcroft. New Dwelling. Withdrawn.  
 P21/S4770/HH.   Gilcroft. Home Office etc.  Granted.
P21/S4753/HH.  Gilcroft Cottage.  Extension etc.  Withdrawn.

P21/S4962/HH. High Meadow.  Extension etc.  Granted.

P21/S4374/HH. Hazel Grove. New Access.  Granted.

P21/S5095/FUL. Orchards, Neals Lane. Variation of conditions. Granted.
P21/S5251/HH. Brockenby. Extensions etc.  Granted.

15. Chairman’s Business.

a. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

Sunday 5th June - Bring your own picnic. There will be two locations. The Green and on the Recreation Ground. The Church will serve Tea. It is intended to have Cake making, Pudding making and Flower arrangement competitions. Possibly also a dog show. Other games and activities will also be organised. 

b. Doug  Griggs’ retirement 

It was proposed a presentation be made at the Jubilee event.
c. Replacement councillor 

The matter was discussed.

16.  Next Meeting

Monday 23rd May 2022

