Checkendon Parish Council

                    The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 25th November 2024.

1. Present

 Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. T. Corbishley, Mr. D. Petherick, Mr. P. Merson, Mrs. H. Waggett. Mr. Brown.
Also Cllr. Norman.

2. Apologies.
 none
3. Minutes of 29th July 2024.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising from minutes 

None.
5. Report from SODC 

 Cllr. Norman reported that applications for the council community grants were undersubscribed and encouraged PC to make an application before the deadline 12 noon Friday 29th November.
Oxfordshire’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) has been published and encouraged any comments.

There was more discussion of the new planning application on the Four Horseshoes site.
PC had also objected to the application for infill in the field at Nuthatch; loss of open space detrimental. 

Following up on Meadow Cottage corner, OCC Highways and enforcement noted that ownership was not registered.
6. Report from OCC

 An email report had not been received. 
7. Highways and Footpaths.
 Flooding by the Four Horseshoes, and near Payables was reported on Fix my street. The Four Horseshoes flood has been tackled by a parishioner, attempting to clear the narrow drain to the pond on Checkendon Court’s site. Concerns about personal safety were noted. The construction boards around the Four Horseshoes have peeled in the rain in two places and increased the shabbiness of the entrance to the village; these had previously been reported to enforcement.
The byway open to all traffic (BOAT) has been rejected close to Busgrove Lane; an opening for pedestrians and horses will allow access to the slightly altered route.
8. School Report 

Fireworks were cancelled due to an October notice from insurers stating that fireworks had to be done by professionals and included numbers and distance rulings. Disappointing as it raised £4,000 last year. 

PTA safeguarding was passed with flying colours.

Reception full, 75 children total and back to four classes with strong interest for next year. The four new teachers settling in well, judo and music taking place weekly and after school club too. Thanks to PC for their support and an invite was sent to attend the Nativity and 18th December (2.30) church service. 
9.  Playing Field Report
Checkendon CC has been accepted into the newly expanded Thames Valley Cricket League. It is much larger and potentially a higher standard, but intended to be localised at our level. Football pitch is holding up well and will be rolled when weather permits.
10. Playground Report

Thanks to Mr. Merson for tightening up the old tower and ropes, plus installing the new signs (no dogs and emergency access, no parking). There was some discussion regarding the agreed replacement of the tower.
Report book was signed.

11. Village Hall Report 

Quiz in October raised £390.
12. Correspondence.
OALC membership will be renewed; clerk to do the free course in Wallingford 17th December.
13. Finance

a. Payments made.
21.10.24.  RW Butler.  Maintenance for one year                        £1,290.
 b. Payments received.
21.10.24. Mrs G Blackburn.   Re- alignment at Little Bec.          £2,000. 
14. Planning.

a. Applications received.

P24/S3106/FUL. Nuthatch Field.                 New dwelling.                              PC objection; see above.
P24/S3353/FUL. Four Horseshoes.              New dwelling.                         PC objection as previously.

P24/S3377/LB.   Four Horseshoes.             Conversion etc.                                          PC no objection.

P23/S3383/FUL. Gilcroft Cottage.            Amendment (Arboricultural Survey).        PC not consulted.

P24/S3160/HH.  Barley House.                 Tennis changing room etc.                       To be investigated.

b. Decisions received.
P24/S3236/AG.          Ousley Barn.      Grain store.                                           No application required.                  
15. Any Other Business.
 Close to Basset Manor 2 tyres and wheels ruined on BT manhole cover. Reported to fix my street and certainly not an isolated case. Action and compensation sought from OCC by motorists.
 Anonymous postings on Facebook were discussed. All PC information (including minutes available after approval) on website, as required. Meeting of Electors in March; next PC election due in May 2027.
16.  Next Meetings
Monday 13th January 2025
Monday 24th March 2025 AEM
Monday 19th May 2025 AGM
Monday 28th July 2025 
Monday 29th September 2025
Monday 24th November 2025

