Checkendon Parish Council

                    The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 23rd March 2026
1. Present

Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. T. Corbishley, Mr. D. Petherick and Mr. P. Merson

Also  Cllr. Norman.
2. Apologies.
Mrs. H. Waggett, Mr. D. Brown.

Also, Cllr. Higgins. 
3. Minutes of 12th January 2026.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising from minutes 

None.
5. Report from SODC 

Planning Reforms: The public consultation now closed. Expecting news in the Autumn. 
Neighbourhood Plans: Reviewing the requirement, Checkendon is well protected, located in the Chilterns National Landscape away from major towns. However, The Oxfordshire Neighbourhood Plans Alliance (ONPA) Malcolm Smith (Woodcote) has updated and useful material. Currently, only Woodcote has NP and Stoke Row is working on one. Disappointingly, the Chalgrove development went ahead.  
Four Horseshoes - Listed Building Grade: II, Cllr. Norman has already been in touch with Marc Pullen (Planning and. Development Officer) and Tony Worgan (Deputy Leader, plus Housing and Planning Development Management) and is optimistic that these are more active than the previous Head of Planning.
Article 4 Directions Wood Lotting - Under the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO) residents are allowed to carry out a range of alterations to their property without the need for planning permission.  These works are known as ‘permitted development’.  An Article 4 Direction allows SODC to remove permitted development rights granted by the GPDO – this means you would need planning permission for all works specified in the Direction.  These directions can be applied to woodland plots that have been subdivided and sold, specifically to prevent "unsuitable" development like fencing, gating, or building tracks that could harm the landscape’s character or ecosystems.
6. Report from OCC

An email report had been received.
7. Highways and Footpaths.
The footpath by the Court has been resolved by Mr Merson and Mr Corbishley.
Footpath Busgrove Lane fenced off, ignoring the order 23rd May 2023, that concluded that the route has been used, as of right and without interruption for a full period of twenty years ending in 2001 when occupant first erected fences and began to challenge people walking within Busgrove Wood. A public right of way can be presumed to subsist. Order Decision ROW/325609312. There has been no further action to report on this.
8. School Report 

To follow.

9.  Playing Field Report
Car Park – Starting refencing over Easter Holidays. Also planned, low barrier on the roadside to prevent vehicles churning up the edge. Ditch and bank on the pitch side to help with drainage and creating a barrier. Further fencing to follow. Sports Club has applied for Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) status that allows local, non-profit amateur sports clubs in the UK to register with HMRC for tax reliefs like charities, including Gift Aid on donations and mandatory business rate relief. This would allow access to grants to contribute to the cost of fencing and the Pavilion. 
10. Playground Report

Report signed. Woodchip to be topped up. 

Quotes Discovery having been selected after discussion, will be contacted yet again for an update.
11. Village Hall Report 

Bluebell Walk 26th April 2026

Car Boot Sale 28th June 2026. It was agreed that parking would be on the football pitch weather permitting.

12. Correspondence.
None
13. Finance

a. Payments made.
13.01.26.  Sarah Hillier.      Decorations.             £66.96.

13.01.26. TR Corbishley.    Defib. Battery         £267.60.

03.02.26. RH Waggett.      Christmas Tree etc.  £116.97.

17.02.26.  C&M.                Budget visit.              £87.59.
26.02.26.  Village Hall.      Meetings etc.           £345.00.

03.03.26.   OALC.              Subscription.           £228.00.

06.03.26.   OPFA.               Subscription.             £50.00.
b. Payments received.
02.03.26.  Barclays.       Interest.                     £347.50.
c. Bank reconciliation.
This had been completed.
14. Planning.
a. Applications received.

P26/S0105/HH.   Hazel Shaw.             Garden Room.            PC no objection.

P25/S2586/FUL. Heartwood Farm.     Amended Plans etc.    PC no objection.

P26/S0519/HH.   Brackenwood.          Extensions etc.            PC no objection.
b. Decisions received

P26/S0105/HH.  Hazel Shaw.                         As above.                   Granted.
P25/S3001/FUL. Four Horseshoes Garden. Re-application.             Granted. 
15.  Other Matters for Discussion.
Celebration 80 years Polish Camp- 30th May 2026 at Black Horse and displays in the Village Hall. A blue plaque will be unveiled at the Black Horse and a second plaque next to the PC noticeboard on the green indicating the Polish graves at the church. The PC to contribute £250 to the Checkendon village fund which is supporting the event.
16.  Next Meeting.
Monday 18th May 2026
