Checkendon Parish Council

                    The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 27th July 2026.

                                (Please note these are draft minutes only, not yet approved by PC)

1. Present

 Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. D. Petherick, Mr. P. Merson, Mr. D Brown, Mr. T. Corbishley.

Also Cllr. J. Norman and two parishioners
2. Apologies.
 Cllr B. Higgins.
3. Minutes of 18th May 2026.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising from minutes 

None.
5. Report from SODC 

Developer has cleared vegetation at the Four Horseshoes and piled it up – concerns that they will repeat having a bonfire. Cllr. Norman pointed out that they need an exemption and would contact planning and environment to enquire about this.
New Planning head Tony Worgan has been informed of the need for enforcement of listed building neglect at the Four Horseshoes.

The local government reorganisation will create new unitary Ridgeway Council.
Jo Robb has dropped out for the foreseeable future, for personal reasons.
6. Report from OCC

 An email report had been received. 
7. Highways and Footpaths.
Mr Merson has cleared the grips at Bottom Lane pond.
Extension to 20mph speed limit still awaiting confirmation.

Footpath trip hazard on the corner of Whitehall Lane and Uxmore Road had been cleared.
Parking on the footpath alongside playing field obstructing access for pushchairs and wheelchairs. Chairman will remind cricketers but more likely to be playground users.

Deers Lane passing places are too rutted to be safe for small cars, PC to inform Cllr Higgins and note on fixmystreet.
8. School Report 

To follow.
9.  Playing Field Report
Proposals for a reduced cost plan for the pavilion. The revised plans had a smaller kitchen, fewer showers and the same footprint. It was agreed to put in a new application followed by new quotes. It had always been intended to use the new pavilion as a meeting place, but not in competition with the village hall.
Cricket clubs are exempt from the hosepipe ban at present. 
Trial section of post and rail plus chain link fence had been erected as per minutes of previous meeting. 
10. Playground Report

A sidepiece was loose on the trampoline; Mr Corbishley will use builders’ PVA to repair this. The swing surface has shrunk again, and this will be resolved by sprinkling rubber crumb into the gaps. Report book was signed.
RoSPA inspection is due in July. 
Defibrillator replacement battery to be ordered by Mr Corbishley.

11. Village Hall Report Car boot sale was a great success 85+ cars. New parking system on the football pitch was very effective.
12. Correspondence.
MP surgery in village hall Weds 19th August 1.30-3.30 pm. Letters sent to all voters.
13. Finance

a. Payments made.
22.05.26.  RW Butler.                    WAV/AP.   £6508.80.

25.05.26.   PCC.                             Donation.      £900.00.

25.05.26.  Woodcote Volunteers.  Donation.         £60.00.
26.05.26. Citizens Advice Oxon.  Donation.         £75.00.

03.06.26. A. Johnson.                   Tarmac.         £2268.00.

06.07.26.  C&M.                         Internal Audit.     £71.39.

 b. Payments received.
29.06.26.  PBSCo. Ltd.           Reimbursement.   £500.00.
29.06.26.  SSE.                       Wayleaves.                £3.35.
c. External Audit.

Ongoing. Due for completion by 30th September.

d. Bank reconciliation.
This had been carried out.
14. Planning.

a. Applications received.

P26/S1608/HH. Greenacre.  External cladding.  PC no comment.
b. Decisions received.
None.
15. Other matters for discussion.
Points raised by parishioners had been discussed at the outset and included under relevant headings.
Also mentioned:
Duck Duck Go browser may to be better for the planning portal https://duckduckgo.com/ 
Citroen Brewbox -coffee and cakes for events, offered by Emma Phillips.
Bins left permanently on roadside against council bylaws.  South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) rules state that bins must be placed at the edge of your property boundary nearest the road, without blocking pedestrians or traffic, and removed as soon as possible after collection.
16.  Next Meeting.
 Monday 28th September 2026.
