Checkendon Parish Council

                    The minutes of a meeting of Checkendon Parish Council held on 29th Sept. 2025.

1. Present

 Mr. M. Wickens, Mr. T. Corbishley, Mr. D. Petherick, Mr. P. Merson, Mrs. H. Waggett, Mr.D. Brown.
Also Cllr. Norman and Cllr. Higgins
2. Apologies.
None 
3. Minutes of 28th July 2025.

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising from minutes 

None.
5. Report from SODC 

Community grants now open and currently undersubscribed. 

6. Report from OCC

Proposals for local government reorganisation in Oxfordshire:
In February 2025, the government invited councils in Oxfordshire to submit an interim proposal or proposals for local government reorganisation, with full proposals by 28 November 2025. Three competing options for Oxfordshire:
1. A single unitary council for Oxfordshire– Oxfordshire Council (responsible for all services for Oxfordshire residents). This is OCC’s preferred option.
2. Two unitary councils: Oxford City Council allowing Oxford to enlarge to include the green belt, and two north and south unitary councils. This seems less popular.

3. Oxford and Shires Council (previously referenced as North Oxfordshire Council) created from the existing district councils of Cherwell, Oxford City and West Oxfordshire. Ridgeway Council created from the existing district councils of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse and the unitary council of West Berkshire. This is SODC’s preferred option.
Secretary of State will decide probably around Easter 2026, however, an overlap of a year (until May 2027 and elections) whilst the plans are implemented.
7. Highways and Footpaths.
The 20mph sign is now up and flashing.

The footpath by the Court still problematic, and the offer to help was declined, however, Mr Corbishley to follow up and offer again.
8. School Report 

Teaching and Learning had above average outcomes. Checkfest raised approx. £13,000. In September there will be 88 children, and the tours have been well attended with families from further afield. The PC donation of £500 has not yet been paid in nor acknowledged. The PC agreed to pay for the Christmas tree on the green.
9.  Playing Field Report
Moderate success with new cricket league, 6/10 for first team and 4/10 the second team. The field has recovered well from the hot dry weather. Proposal for a third team was rejected; youth cricket was much more of a priority.
10. Playground Report

Annual Playsafety report included a number of points; thanks to Mr Corbishley for already shortening the rope. There was discussion about the two quotes, one to renovate the quirky design in place, and the second for more standard equipment. Mr Corbishley and Mr Merson to meet and make repairs to wooden structures in order to make the equipment safe. 
11. Village Hall Report 

Quiz on 29th November. Christmas themed.

12. Correspondence.
None
13. Finance

a. Payments made.
12.08.25.   Playsafety.    Inspection.       £124.80.

14.08.25.   RW Butler.  WAV/AP.       £2940.00.

21.08.25.  Moore.    External Audit.       £252.00.

27.08.25.  C&M. Intermediate Review. £184.79.
 b. Payments received.
29.07.25.   OCC.     Grass cutting.          £710.17.

01.09.25.   SODC.   Precept.               £12875.00.

08.09.25.  Barclays. Interest.                   £487.98.
c. External Audit.

This had been completed.  
Bank reconciliations need to be included in minutes

New gov.uk email before end of financial year.
14. Planning.
a. Applications received.

P25/S2285/HH. Heath End Studio.    Converted outbuilding (retrospective).          Withdrawn.
P23/S3383/FUL. Gilcroft Cottage.   Amendment (Ecology Reports).                      PC no objection.

P25/S2586/FUL. Heartwood Farm.  Stables & Manege.                                           PC no objection.

b. Decisions received.

P24/S3353/FUL & P24/S3357/LB. Four Horseshoes.  New dwelling etc.                Granted.

P25/S1936/FUL.    Neals Shaw.      Solar panels.                                                       Granted.
15.  Other Matters for Discussion.
Village Hall link on website booking number for Mary Daniels to be changed to read 07580 419 096.
Newsletter team contacted to ask if Newsletter may be added to the village website.

16.  Next Meeting.
 Monday 24th November 2025.
